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Description



    
            Ribbons is a landscape sculpture in the open-air courtyard of 50 UN Plaza. As the centerpiece of the historic renovation, it balances contemporary sculpture and sustainable strategies within the building’s historic fabric. Ribbons responds the hierarchy of the Beaux-Arts architecture with a powerful horizontal arrangement of sculptures made from cast, recycled concrete and carved granite fountains. Rising from paving ribbons, the sculptures form a rhythmic circulation system of permeable decomposed granite paving within a grove of white birch. The sculptures rising, twisting and falling on the woven ribbons of paving loosely reflect the twists of a ribbon. In the midst of the Beaux-Arts decorative architectural traditions that they reference, the sculptures are a singular and significant response to the architecture. The vertical movement of a grid of Himalayan White Birch counters the horizontal emphasis of the sculptures. A pallet of native coral bell and fern define linear planting beds beneath the understory forest of birch. Weather-based irrigation saves 40% of normal water use. Two carved granite fountains anchor the long axis of the courtyard, providing the subtle sound of water flowing over their polished surfaces.
                    
                Download Project Data Sheet      
            

                                        
    
        





                    
                    
                            

    
        
                                            
                                            
                        
                                                        

                    

    

    


                    
                    
                                
    





Description 2



    
            There are three to four different surface textures, from polished to sandblasted on the sides of each sculpture that help register the twisting motion on the form. A recycled concrete mix was developed with additions of dolomite in order to achieve a material that could hold its own integrity alongside the white brick and grey granite of the building. The fabrication system developed for the concrete sculptures allowed the project to achieve a maximum effect for a minimum budget by working with a system of interchangeable and repeatable parts, which limited the cost and number of molds. Ribbons is the social heart of 50 UN Plaza serving as its central gathering space, enhancing the collaborative atmosphere of the modern workplace.
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                                                    Location

50 UN Plaza, San Francisco, CA


Date

2013


Medium

Cast Concrete, Granite


Dimensions

Plaza - 21,840 Sq Ft


Commissioned by

General Services Administration, Art in Architecture Program


Engineer

Patrell Engineering


Subcontractor

Quick Crete


Photography 

Jeremy Green

www.jeremygreen.com
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                                                Architizer Journal
                        
7 Architecture Firms Ripping Up the Rulebook on Public Spaces by Eric Baldwin
August 1, 2018
Architects and designers are increasingly mindful of the value of public space and its role in the development of our buildings, cities and culture, especially as we begin to measure the impact of public space from New York’s High Line to Copacabana Beach in Rio de Janeiro. 
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                                                FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
                        
Ribbons: A Landscape Sculpture
September 15, 2016
Cliff Garten Studio is pleased to announce a new catalogue on the landscape sculpture titled Ribbons. This publication tracks the project from initial design phases through its ongoing critical acclaim.   
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                                                Complex
                        
How Cliff Garten Is Blurring the Lines Between Design and Technology by Tara Aquino
June 29, 2015
Cliff Garten demands more from the future. Always on the move, the veteran sculptor, based in L.A. by way of New Jersey, has several projects currently in the works to not only stack his profile but also progress the art world and technological innovation. 
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                                                Landscape Architecture Magazine
                        
Cliff Garten: Found Energy by Lydia Lee, 106-115.
July 2014
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                                                Concrete Décor: The Journal of Decorative Concrete
                        
Concrete Ribbons Beautify Courtyard by Gail Elber, 32-33.
July 2014
When the U.S. General Services Administration decided to renovate the federal office building at 50 United Nations Plaza in downtown San Francisco for its own use, officials set out to make the building a model of environmental sustainability.
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                                                General Services Administration (GSA)
                        
Design Excellence Program, A Year in Review 2014
May 19, 2014
The latest installment of GSA's "A Year in Review," produced by the Design Excellence program, highlights each of GSA's 11 regions and the award winning work being built around the country.
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                                                Contemporist
                        
Ribbons by Cliff Garten Studio
December 18th, 2013
Cliff Garten Studio (http://www.cliffgartenstudio.com) have designed Ribbons, a site-specific artwork for the Art and Architecture Program of the GSA Courtyard of the Federal Building at 50 United Nations Plaza in San Francisco.
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                                                Arch Daily
                        
Selected Works: Ribbons by Cliff Garten Studio
December 18, 2013
Ribbons is a landscape sculpture for the Art and Architecture Program of the General Services Administration, at 50 United Nations Plaza, San Francisco, CA. The courtyard design transforms the classical symmetry of the 1932 Arthur Brown building, by inserting a sculptural matrix of paving, seating, fountains and planting into the building’s 20,000 sq. ft. courtyard. 
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                                                San Francisco Examiner
                        
Renovation Complete at 50 United Nations Plaza by Jessica Kwong
November 7, 2013
A ribbon design in the courtyard by artist Cliff Garten incorporates plans by the original architect, Arthur Brown Jr., the mastermind behind City Hall and three other Civic Center landmarks.
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                                                Architect’s Newspaper
                        
Cliff Garten Inserts Sculptural Ribbons Into San Francisco’s 50 UN Plaza by Sam Lubell
October 29, 2013
Los Angeles–based artist Cliff Garten has just completed his latest commission: Ribbons, a series of landscapes and sculptures in the courtyard of the Beaux-Arts 50 United Nations Plaza in San Francisco.
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                                                Architect’s Newspaper
                        
Studio Visit: Cliff Garten by Jack Skelley
August 7, 2012
There are rare artists whose work crosses so many disciplines that categories fall short. And Cliff Garten’s “civic sculptures” stretch into the worlds of architecture, landscape architecture, urban infrastructure, and master planning.
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                                                50 United Nations Plaza Project Breaks Ground
                        
December 7, 2011
Last week Cliff Garten joined San Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom and the U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) for the kick-off of the renovation and green upgrade of the historic Federal Building at 50 United Nations Plaza. 
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                                                FORM Magazine
                        
Workbook: Bay Area Bounty, Artistic Designs in Northern California, 50 United Nations Plaza
May/June 2011
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