A Bridge

as Sculpture

Government Engineering, September-October, 2013, “A Bridge as Sculpture”, 33-34.

Opening in October 2012, the sculptural bridge design officially
marked the improved entry point into the Baldwin Hills Parkland.

os Angeles-based sculpror Cliff
. Garten unveiled a major sculp-
tural bridge design in October
2012 as part of the Kenneth Hahn State
Recreation Area (KHSRA) Bridge
Enhancement Project. The landmark
gateway improvements were funded
through a grant
from the
Baldwin  Hills
Conservancy to
the  nonprofic
organization,
lLos Angcles
Neighborhood
Initiative
(LANI). LANI
then selected
Garten through
a creatve com-
petition,  pro-
cured the fabri-
cator, and over-
saw the project
from design to
construction.
Marking the entry into the Baldwin
Hills Parklands, the last IWO-Square
miles of open spaces in the Los Angeles
basin, the 150-ft long bridge rail is a
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nearly eight-ft high undulating screen
perforated with a pattern inspired by
Gartens idea of surveying the 1,200-
acre parkland at its smallest and largest
scales,

The result is a partern that ripples
across the bridge, simultaneously refer-
encing, the sedge
ecology of
Baldwin  Hills
and the broader
patterns of dis-
turbance created
by the sitc’s oil
infrasrructure.
The intricacy of
the screen, fabri-
cated of 1/4-in.
water jet cut and
rolled anodized
aluminum,
belies the struc-
ture’s  durable
funcrion  and
low-malntenance
construction.
The openness of the screen surface
allows light to penetrate the parterns.
The silver screen’s luminosity in the
sunlight is one arttracrive feature,

Page 1 of 2

1315 Preston Way, Venice, CA 90291, cliffgartenstudio.com

CLIFF GARTEN STUDIO



calmed by the marerial’s marte surface.
Unique shadows will be generared dur-
ing the day providing scalloped images
an the bridges surface.

The Bridge Enhancement Projecrt her-
alds the dramaric transformarion rhar
the surrounding landscape will undergo
aver the next 30 years as part of Mia
[ehrer + Assaciare’s One Big Park plan
tor Baldwin Iills. The project incorpo-
rates new native landscaping along the
cgress and ingress ramps o Kenneth
[lahn State Recreation Area. It is also
the latest example of Garten’s ability 1o
realize the expressive patential of infra-
structure to mediate everyday activities
within urban and natural surroundings.

Garten, who has served as lead artist
an many infrastructure projects across
the country and in Canada, has worked
with teams to enhance infrastructure by
integrating sculpture to exist scamlessly
in the total environment of landscape,
architecture, and t-ngiuct[ing. He not
only visually and programmatically
connects the infrascruciure to the activ-
ities and communities surrounding it,
bul he transforms  the infra.struclurc
into a distinctive ecxpericnce at a per-
sonal and community level for pedestri-
ans, cyclists, and motorists alike.

“\Xfurkmg collaboratively with the
Baldwin Hills Conservancy, Mia Lehrer
+ Associates, and LANI allowed for a
coming together of aesthetic, social,
puliLi{.‘ul, and ccolugicul forces in the
name of design,” states Garten, “The
result is a sculpture that renders 2 mem-
orable and iconic statement for the
bridge and which uses the bridge’s func-

tional form to creare a powerful gate-
way far One Big Park. Rarher than sim-
ply being a means of getting from one
side of the road to the other, the bridge
will acr as a true gareway for rhe
Baldwin Tlills Parkland, as well as
unique experience along La Cienega.”

In addition to increasing awareness of
the parklands and restoring habitar
across the site, the bridge Improvements
symbolize a new beginning for this
region of Los Angeles County. The
gateway will be a featured portion of
the Park to Playa Trail that connects the
castern and western ridgelines of the
Baldwin Hills and continues for seven
miles (o the Ballona Creek wetlands
and Santa Manica Bay. Over time, these
examples of renewed infrascructure will
help detine the character of the territo-
ry and attract more guality improve-
ments  that  reshape Southern
California’s urban outdoors.

Los Angeles Neighborhood Initianve
(LANI) is a nonprolit organization ded-
icated to cammunity-driven neighbar-
hood revitalization. LANI facilitates
stakcholder participation and decision-
making, and promotes public/private
parterships resulting in catalytic com-
Munity IMprovement projects.

The Baldwin Hills Conservancy's mis-
sion 1s Lo acquire open space and man-
age public lands within the Baldwin
Hills area and to provide recreation,
restoraton, and protection ol wildlife
habitat within the territory for the pub-
lic’s enjoyment and educational experi-

CIICE.
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